Newcomer Ali Topley inserted himself into second place
between Mark Jessop and Steve Lumley in the first final
while Jon Grimes bested Arthur Gilmour to claim his
first mk1 class victory with Toni Gladding earning her
first podium finish in third. Steve Lumley claimed the
top spot in the second final ahead of Alric Kitson and
Phil Wilson; Jon Grimes and Arthur Gilmour's finishing
positions mirrored the earlier race but this time it was
Dave Block who grabbed the third slot.

June saw the MR2 Championship return to Brands
Hatch for a double header, this time in much more
favourable weather. Drivers were clearly getting to
grips with their cars as evidenced by nearly half the
field lapping within one second of the pole time!
Paddock Hill's gravel claimed more than it's fair share
of victims although the implementation of snatch
recovery meant that races continued unimpeded. Rob
Horsfield managed to roll his car in race one but
required little more than gaffer tape to continue in race
two and indeed for the rest of the season! By now a
Jessop / Lumley / Kitson finish to a race came as no
surprise and this order was reversed in the second race
to give Kitson his maiden win. Both mk1 class results
finished in a Gilmour sandwich with a Grimes filling.
Notably, Zac Chapman achieved the fastest lap in race
one, despite finishing in fifteenth place!

Cadwell Park proved to be just as popular the second
time around but this time cars were split into separate
grids for each of the two classes - a thoughtful
timetable allowed each class to watch the other race.
Arthur Gilmour continued his winning streak claiming
victory in both mk1 races with Hugh and Jon taking a
second and third place each. Making a welcome return
to MR2 racing, Bob Howes failed to find form in the
first race finishing in last place. Clearly his medication
had kicked in for the second race and he led the pack

chasing the lead trio.

The mk2 races finished with Jessop / Lumley / Kitson
on top but a real shakeup further down the order. A
first lap incident in race 1 meant retirement for Phil
Wilson and Zac Chapman and a restart of the race,
Adam Litchfield went on to place fourth and fifth
respectively, bested by Dominic Jackson in the second
race. Alan Henderson also placed highly and Matthew
Marsh and John Wilson found themselves further up
the order.

Donington Park had been much anticipated and with a
capacity grid it didn't disappoint. Kitson helped himself
to pole position exactly half a second faster than
Jessop, while Lumley struggled to get to grips with the
circuit qualifying in eleventh place. Alan Henderson,
Phil Wilson, Dominic Jackson and Matthew Marsh all
found themselves at the business end of the grid, some
having benefited from the extra track time afforded by
an impromptu all-comers race. Nick Reed gatecrashed
the mk1 party by qualifying ahead of Jon Grimes but
behind the two Gilmours. While Arthur went on to win
the mk1 class, in a nail biting finish Jon took the
chequered flag just five hundredths of a second ahead
of Hugh. For the mk2 Class, Kitson was unable to hold

behind Adam Litchfield and ahead of Ali Topley and
Anthony Day. Hugh Gilmour would take mk1 class
honours this time out with Jon Grimes and Arthur
Gilmour following. David Block got the better of Nick
Reed and Toni Gladding led the two Rowes to the finish.

Oulton Park International circuit introduced the MR2
Championship to it's split personality in September.
Qualifying was in extremely wet conditions with very
few drivers familiar with the circuit. Two were spat off
into the gravel in short order including the class leading
Mark Jessop. This didn't stop him qualifying in third
place though, ahead of Anthony Day and Steve Lumley
but behind Alan Henderson and Phil Wilson. The mk1s
resumed normal service with Jon Grimes between
Arthur ahead and Hugh behind. Ben Rowe found some
fresh pace to qualify ahead of David Block and Steve
Woolfe.

Immediately qualifying ended we were bathed in
brilliant sunshine that completely dried the circuit in
time for the afternoon race. At the end of lap one a
racing incident bought together the cars of mk1 title
rivals Jon Grimes and Arthur Gilmour. Arthur sustained
injuries and was airlifted to hospital as a precaution,
but later released. Unaware of the severity of his
father's crash Hugh claimed the mk1 class win with
Block and Woolfe filling the remaining slots. Alan
Henderson claimed his first victory from Phil Wilson
while Mark Jessop hung on for third.

The season finale at Snetterton also attracted more
than thirty entrants. His car written off at Oulton Park,
Jon Grimes borrowed Toni Gladding's mk1 to make a
final attempt at the title. Clearly something was
working for Jon as he qualified convincingly ahead of
the mk1 pack. Secure in the knowledge that he only
need a few points to clinch the mk2 title, Mark Jessop
was also sporting a new car, although last minute
issues meant he qualified mid-pack. Phil Wilson, Alan
Henderson and Steve Lumley would head the grid while
John Wilson and Matthew Marsh would continue their
march up the order, held off the second row of the grid
by Anthony Day. David Bryant would also find himself
in the top ten.

Grimes' qualifying form failed to hold for the race and
he found himself beaten by both Arthur and Hugh in
the first race, and in the familiar Arthur / Jon / Hugh
order for the final race. Jessop's form returned as he
got to grips with his new car and he finished fifth and
third respectively. Lumley took the first race win from
Alan Henderson, while Phil Wilson prevented John
Wilson from claiming his first podium finish. Phil
Wilson would go on to his maiden victory in the second
race ahead of Lumley and Jessop with Anthony Day in
fourth. David Weaving would also record his highest
finish of the year in sixth place.

So, 2008's Champions were Arthur Gilmour in the mk1
class and Mark Jessop in the mk2 Class. 2009 sees the
introduction of a class for the mk3 MR2 and separate
grids for the mk1s and mk2s throughout the season.
Such is the popularity of the MR2 Championship that
we were able to field four teams at this year's Birkett
Relay Race, and many of those who weren't racing still
attended to cheer on those who were!
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