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The MR2 Championship traces it's origins back to the
750MC Roadsports series in 2003. Intended to be a
low-cost form of motor racing, mk1 MR2s raced within
the Roadsports rules and class structure, but also to
their own more restrictive regulations. By tightly
controlling the permitted performance modifications, a
competitive car could be built on a budget, with some
competitors even opting to keep the cars road legal
and drive them to race meetings!

In 2004, technical regulations for the inclusion of the
mk2 MR2 were drafted, which was followed up with
the introduction of the class in 2005. The series
experienced steady growth and by 2006 was able to
support it's own grids, separating it out from the
Roadsports series. The start of the 2007 season saw
unprecedented levels of registrants, with some races
during the season dividing the two classes into
separate grids. Championship status was applied for
and granted by the MSA allowing drivers to score
points for the first time in 2008.

The inaugural year of the 750MC MR2 Championship
started as it would prove to go on - with a huge
showing at the pre-season Mallory Park test day. Over
twenty five MR2s attended to benefit from the
practice ahead of the series opener the following week,
and from technical assistance from new tyre supplier
Toyo. Lap times tumbled into the mid 55's
demonstrating that the switch to R888 tyres was
justified.

The first Mallory race meeting resulted in an
oversubscribed race and a packed circuit in qualifying.
Perhaps a little over-eager to find some clear air for a
hot lap, Patrick Mortell ran wide at the exit of Gerards
finding the tyre wall, on the opposite side of the
circuit, backwards at speed and shortening his car
beyond repair. Jeff Holden retired with engine issues,

which meant that everyone who qualified actually got
to race.

Top qualifiers Alric Kitson, Mark Jessop and Phil Wilson
would become familiar faces at the front of the grid
and took the top spots in race one, with Arthur
Gilmour, Hugh Gilmour and Jon Grimes heading up the
mk1s, Newcomer Toni Gladding's mk1, beached at the
Esses, called a premature halt to the race but not
before an impressive collision between Jon Grimes and
mk2 driver Marcus Mahy left both cars in pretty bad
shape. A monumental effort from the Team Rogue
crew managed to get both cars patched up and
rescrutineered in time for the second race, to the
applause of those watching in the Paddock. Steve
Lumley managed to bag himself a podium finish in the
second race at the expense of Kitson who came in
fourth. Other top finishers managed to hold onto their
previous positions.

Brands Hatch in April was seasonally moist and most
drivers erred on the side of caution in qualifying.
Concerns about wet weather performance on the new
RB88 tyres were soon put to rest as drivers throughout
the field remarked on just how surprised they were at
the level of grip available. Adam Litchfield and
Anthony Day claimed the first row with Arthur
Gilmour's mk1 qualifying in an astonishing ninth place.
Nearest mk1 rival - son Hugh - was back in twenty-
third!

The spirited attempt at driving four cars through a
space barely wide enough for three around Paddock
Hill bend shook the race order up somewhat at the
start with Steve Lumley securing a closely contested
lead that he would ultimately bring home. Behind him
Mark Jessop and Anthony Day swapped places a couple
of times before Day ran wide at the exit of Druids

The MR2 CHAMPIONSHIP
is for competitors participating in the
Toyota MR2 Mk1 and Mk2, UK & Japanese domestic market cars.

All vehicles must comply with MOT requirements, but do not have to be road legal.
Engines may not be modified.
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61 21 A Ben Rowe

43 78 A Steve Woolfe

15 37 A Robert Howes

9 91 A Mick Reed

7 53 A Hassen Guangoo
7 29 A Jeff McCall
Class B

163 73 B Mark Jessop

150 58 B Steve Lumley
113 88 B Alric Kitson

109 12 B Phil Wilson

78 0 B Alan Henderson
70 95 B Anthony Day

68 80 B Adam Litchfield
65 1 B Patrick Mortell
62 11 B David Litchfield
39 41 B Alistair Topley
37 28 B Zac Chapman
33 7 B John Wilson

£ 6 B Clive Morphett
30 18 B David Henderson
30 8 B David Bryant

28 2 B Rowland Woolley
25 64 B Matthew Marsh
24 4 B Nick Jones

24 89 B David Weaving
21 14 B Rob Horsfield
20 16 B Dominic Jackson
18 Zlin B Dallas Jackson
17 3 B Tom Davis

17 5 B Lee Bullock

16 17 B Marcus Mahy

16 26 B Jeff Holden

16 42 B Chris Stewart
14 8 B Andy Winterton
14 69 B Eliott Dunmore
10 87 B Richard Weaving
10 94 B Paul Coombs

8 19 B Craig Robertson
6 20 B Alex Knight

6 i6 B Rob Alman

6 86 B Stephen Green
5 9 B Ross Hill

5 51 B Peter Lewis

4 23 B Rob Smith

B 24 B Alex Hodgkinson
2 25 B Anthony Knight

ended his race in the tyre wall, gifting third place to
Patrick Mortell. David Litchfield and nephew Adam
came in fourth and fifth with Zac Chapman rounding
out the top six. The dryer conditions favouring the
mk2 cars, Arthur Gilmour took the mk1 class win in
fifteenth overall but still well ahead of second placed
Jon Grimes. Hugh Gilmour came in third ahead of Toni
Gladding and father and son team David and Ben
Rowe.

Overwhelming support for the first Cadwell Park double
header led to too many entries for a single grid and the
MR2s enjoyed their first heats-and-finals style event.
This meant that most drivers raced four times instead of
the usual two - excellent value for money! It also
meant that some drivers found themselves at the front
of the grid for the first time, including Rowland Woolley,
Alan Henderson, Rob Horsfield and John Wilson.



